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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE MOSCOW 17701 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: CGEN, CASC, UR, US 

SUBJECT: CUSTOMS CONFISCATION CASE: COLEMAN/GILLEN 

REF: STATE 166028 

1 . CONSOFF DISCUSSED COLEMAN/GILLEN CASE WITH 
MFA COUNSELOR, V. G. NABIYEV, ON JULY 28 AND 
REQUESTED RETURN OF THEIR CONFISCATED ARTICLES. 
CONSOFF THEN PRESENTED HIM WITH NON-PAPER ON 
CASE (COPY POUCHED TO DEPT.). NABIYEV REPLIED 

THAT HE WOULD ASK SOVIET CUSTOMS TO REVIEW MATTER 
AND REPORT RESULTS TO EMBASSY. 

2. FYI: U.S. CITIZEN FRANK DEW A YNE, THE GENERAL 
TOURS GUIDE WHO WAS IN CHARGE OF THE GROUP IN 
QUESTION INFORMED US JUNE 26 OF THE CONFISCATION 
INCIDENT AT SHEREMETYEVO AIRPORT. ACCORDING TO 
HIM, BOTH GILLEN AND COLEMAN WERE UNDULY BELLICOSE 
TOWARD SOVIET OFFICIALS. ONE OF THEM REPORTEDLY 
ATTEMPTED TO STRIKE A CUSTOMS OFFICIAL AND THE 
OTHER BEGAN TO UNDRESS IN THE PUBLIC AREA WHEN 

THE SOVIETS TOLD HER THAT SHE WOULD BE BODILY 
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